246   WIVES  OF  HENRY  THE   EIGHTH
in this   King's  good graces is so no longer, and
has   been  succeeded by  a  cousin-german  of the
concubine, the daughter of the present governess
of the Princess." l   This new mistress, whilst her
little reign lasted, worked well for Anne and Crom-
well, but in the meantime the conspiracy amongst
the   nobles   grew   and   strengthened.    Throughout
the upper classes in the country a feeling of deep
resentment  was  felt  at  the  treatment  of   Mary,
and there was hardly a nobleman, except Anne's
father and brother, who was not pledged to take
up arms in   her cause  and against the  religious
changes.2    Cromwell's  answer to the  disaffection,
of which he was quite cognisant, was the closer
keeping than ever of the royal ladies, with threats
of their death if they were the cause of a revolt,
and the stern enforcement of the oath  prescribed
by  the  Act  of  Supremacy.   The  martyrdom   of
the London Carthusians for refusing to take the
oath  of  supremacy,   and  shortly  afterwards   the
sacrifice   of   the   venerable   Bishop    Fisher,    Sir
Thomas More  and  Katharine's  priest  Abel,  and
the renewed severity towards her favourite  con-
fessor, Friar Forest,3 soon also to be martyred with
atrocious cruelty, shocked and horrified England,
and aroused the strongest reprobation in France
and   Rome, as well as in the dominions of   the
1 Lady Shelton.
a Ifne plans for Mary's flight from Eltham and her deportation to the
Continent were nearly successful at this time.
* Katharine had first met the saintly Friar Forest when she had gone
on the famous pilgrimage to Walsingham after the victory of Flodden
(October 1513}* and on his first imprisonment she and her maid, Elizabeth
Hammon, wrote heart-broken letters to hirr* urging him to escape (Calendar
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